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An Extract 

Of a Printed Letter, addrcffed to the Publiflier, by M. Jean Denis, 
D.of Phjfick 7 and Prof, of the Mathematicks at Vaxi^tonching 
the differences rifen about the Transfufion of liloud. 

After that the Author efthefe Tra&s, having been def red from /j&r Parifian 
correspondents ,to inform them, whether the Magiftrate of London had forbid 
the ufe of the I ransfufion/yfBloud (wit was there noifed) had affured them, 
That he t never heardj.hat any Ajagiftratc in England had fo much at concerned 
T hemfelves in this matter ^ and after that alfo the /aid Author had dejired par- 
ticular information of the Jmrigues, u fed in thofe parts tc perplex e the matter of 
fa£t in the pratticc of the Transfufion on a certain diftraBcd man at Paris- 
Monfieur Denis was pleafid to oblige the Publisher by giving him thf Infer* 
mat'mas it was primed at Paris with priviledge >, which was thought fit to be 
here infertedin Englifli/^ better tofatijfie the Jnqmfitive of thefe parts about 
the [aid matter of FaEl> and candidly to declare the truth of that whole affair. 

S^r, you have fenfibly obliged me to have allured me by your Letter of 
April 29, That the Magiftrate of London had not at all concerned them- 
felves to prohibit the Pradice of the Transfufion of Blond ^ and th :\ that 
operation hud been hitherto pra&ifed with good fuccefs on Brutes, and 
without any ill confequence upon a Man. The Enemies of New Difcove- 
ry's had taken fo great care of publifhing every where this falfe News to 
decry this Experiment, that there needed an authentick tcftimohy to dif- 
abufe the multitude. If one fhould undertake to difiipate all the falfe ru- 
mors, they fpread touching this matter, one fliould never lay afide the Pen ; 
but the beft of it is, that men of difcretion do fo much difdain thefe wild re- 
ports, that they hearken no more to them but with difguft. And a s to me,I 
wasrefolv'd to write no more of it, until feme new Experiments had firft 
countenanced my firft Con je&ures. But your Lift Letters do fo civilly engr ge 
me to impart to you the fee ret cab ale ^ pradifed by fome perfons toem- 
barafs the Hiftory of that Madman, that was cured fix moneths ago by the 
means of the Transfufiion^ that I could not omit fending you the fumme of 
what hath hitherto paiVd upon that fbbje&,expe&ing mean time,what the 
Parliament of P^;>,who,I believe, will be the Judges and Arbitrators 
thereof, fhall determine therein. 

You already know, that the Transfufion ofCalves-blcvddid fo temper the 
exceffive hen t of the Bloud of the Mad man, who for four moneths had run 
naked up and down the ftreets night < nd day ., that he fellafleep two hours 
after the Operation, and that after ten hours fleep he awaken'd being in 
good fenfe, and that he remained in that good condition about two 
Moneths, until the too frequent Company w r ith his wife,and his debauches 
in Wine, Tobacco, and Strong Waters had caft him into a very violent and 
dangerous Feaver. 

You may alfo have heard, how drat this Operation had effedfe quite con- 
trary at the fame time, and that for one Brain cooled thereby, it fired many 
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forafmuch as by curing the fliadnefs of one poor Wretch, it difturbed the 
Wits of many mch t a$ aim at nodiiag^ oppofing 

all new Difcoveries, which themfelves are not capable to make. It was in- 
deed but three or four days after that this man was recover'd,that feme ma- 
litious fpirits began to publi(h,that he died under our handstand that we had 
put an end to his Extravagancies by putting an end to his Life. This fiift 
Story having been convi&ed of falfity, they mended the taie, and were re- 
folv'd to make people believe, he was relapfed into his former madne% and 
even was grown worfe than ever. Thisobliged the FirftPrefident and ma- 
ny other perfons of quality to fend for him to their houfes, to examine the 
truth themfelves* who after they had entertain'd him awhile, were all fatif- 
fied of the good effed of the Transfufion, and that thofe wanted no malice, 
who reported things fo contrary to what they faw with their own Eyes, 

Thefe things you may have learned from our formerly printed Letters*, 
but what perhaps you know not yet, is, I hat thefe Envious fpirits were not 
the only ones that were troubled at this Cure. 1 he wife of the Patient was 
moft allarum'dat it,though (he ys'd artifice enough to (hew us the contrary, 
and to perfuade us, that (be thought on nothing elfe , but to relieve him in 
his diftempers. The truth is, that this man having been a LacquqjipdGpGe 
a Valet h Chambre^ had no profeftion, that could bring in a fubfiftence for 
his family. A Lady ef quality ,whom he had ferved,had indeed promts d to 
preferrhim,buc his deplorable condition of health proved an obftacle to 
the performance of chat promife. And indeed the time of his madnefs was 
not fo troublefome to his wife, than as of his being in his wits ., for. where- 
as (he had her. freedom to make certain vifits, and to live as (he lifted, when 
he w: s not at horae v but ran up and down,and even lay at night in the ftreets-, 
(he was on the contrary in great pain, when he c me to ftay at home, be- 
caufe he obfervedher narrowly, and could not forbear reproaching her, for 
having often attempted to poifon him ; now and then expreffing al/o fome 
Jealoufie,heh?dconceiv'd ag infther comportment. Thefe are the com- 
plrints, (he her felf hath often nrde to credible perfons,who thought them- 
ielves obliged to depofe it Judicially, thereby to difcover the mif-underftand- 
ing, which doubtlefs hath been the original of the troublefome fequel in 
this aflf ir. 

And indeed this poor man falling ill again, his wife urged us beyond mea- 
fure,to try the third fnnsfufion upon him, infomudi that fhethreatned, 
flie would prefent a Petition to the Solicitor General to enjoyn us to do, 
whit we did abfolutely refufe. At laft (he car e one morning to my houfe, 
and not finding me, (he left word, that (he intre.ted me to exercife that 
charity as to come after Dinner to her houfe, where would be a certain 
Meeting. I went, and there met USmmere^ and finding a Calf and every 
thing ready for a Transfufion, we would go away, telling her, that her huf- 
bind xv.? s not in a condition for this operation. Then (lie fell down with 
tears in her eyes, and by unwearied clamour (he engaged us not to go away 
without giving her the fatisfa&ion, of having tried all poffible means to re- 
cover her husband. Her art was great enough to make us condefcend to 
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another trial, to fee whether We could give higpi any relitf. M. Emmerez, to 
content her, pa ffed a pipe into the vein of the Patients arm ; and fince 'tis 
neceffary to draw away fome of the old bloud,when new is to be infufed,he 
opened a vein in his foot for that end. But a violent fit having feifed on him 
in that inftant, together with a trembling of all his limbs, there iffued no 
bloud oqt of the foot, nor the arm- which obliged M. Emmere*, to take 
out the pipe put into the arm, without opening the artery of the Calf,and fo 
without any Transfufion. 

This poor man dying the night after, and that news being brought us, we 
went thither next morning together with M. Emmerez, and another Chirur- 
gion j and remembring the Complaints the dead man had often made of hh 
wives attempt to poyfon him, we would gladly have open d his Body in the 
prefenceof 7. or S.witnefTes. But fhe did fo violently oppofe it, that it was 
not poffible for us to execute our defign. We were no fooner gone, but (lie 
beftirr'd her felf exceedingly, as we were inform'd,to bury her husbind with 
all fpeed. But being in an indigent condition, fhe could not compafs it that 
day. Meantimea famous Phyfitian of the Faculty of P/zw,hapningtobe 
that night at the houfe of a Lady, Who was folicr ed for a charity towards 
this Burial, was of the fame mind with us, that his body fhould beopen'd, 
and therefore 'fent inftantly for Chirurgions to execute. But (he being re- 
folv'd againft it, ufed lyes and other arts to elude this defign. And when we 
threatned her, that we would return next morning , and do the thing by 
force, (he caufed her husband to be buried an hour before day, to prevent 
our opening of him. 

Asibonashis death was bruited abroad, the Enemies of the Experiment 
began to triumph, and foon after they publifht defaming books againft us. 
I then refolved to be fi!ent,but that filence made our Adverfaries but keener. 
Andlwasfurprifed, when two moneths after I was advercifed,th~t there 
were three phyfitians that did not budge from the Widow,importuning her 
by promifes of a great recompence, onely to let them ufe her name to 
accufe usbeforea Court of Jufticefor having contribut.d to the death of 
her husband by the Transfufion., and that even they addreffed themfelvcs 
to the reighbors of this woman to engage them to bear falfe witnefs againft 
us. And fome time after,this woman, railed by the hopes given her by thofe 
men,came and told us, that fome Phyfitians did extremely follicit her againft 
11% and that (he had always refufed them, knowing her obligations to us for 
having relieved her husband freely But flie drawing from hence no profir,as 
fhe expefted fhe fhould,fhe turned her advertifements into men? ces, and 
fent us word, that in the prefent neceflity,to which flie wr.s reduced, fhe was 
obliged to accept of the offer, made her by certain Phyfitians, if we would 
*iot fffift her. I fent her this anfwer 5 that thofe phyfitians,and her ft If ftood 
more in need of the Transfufion theneverker husband had done, and that, 
for my part, I cared not for her threats. But yet I then thought it time to 
break filence, not only my intereft being concerned, but thepublick,to dif- 
cover to the world thofe perfons that would be engaged in intrigues fo un- 
worthy of Learned men, I r complain* d of it to the Lieutenant in, Criminal 
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aufes,\vhop"cfcniiy allowed me to inform both ag infl the Widow/and 
thofe that follicired her. Some witneffes having been called before Jul! ice, 
they depoled againft the three Phyfitians and this Woman, pecufing them 
to have fecretly given to her husband certain powders, which might have 
contributed to his death. 

This lnformation,broughc in by five Witneffes, having been prefented in 
a full Court to the f id Lieutenant by Mr. Dormeffon, the King's Advocat ; 
V c gave Sentence, That the Woman (hould have a Day fet her, to appear 
in Perfon to be examined upon my Informations, and chat in the mean time 
new Informations (hould be taken againft her at the defire of HisMajefties 
Atturney And becaufe he thought , that there might be danger in per- 
mitting indifferently che praftife of the Transfuilon. to all forts of perfons, 
he ordered, thit for the future it fhould be ufed but by the prefcript of Phy. 
Jicims : This is, what you'l fee more fully in the Sentence it felf •, 

An Extraft 

Of the Sentence, given at the Chaflelet, by the Lieutenant in Criminal 
Caufes, April ij. 1668, in Pari*. 

1A 7 this Caufe, there are proof es and evidences of thefe Particulars , 
I . That the Operation of Trans fujion w&s tVvice performed upon Ant hony 
Mauroy, a Madman, and that it was attempted the third time : that itfttc- 
ceededfo well thofe two, times, that the Patient Was feen y for ttyo moneths after 
it, in his good fences and in perfect health. 

2. That from the time of the two firfi operations his Wife gave him Eggs 
and Brothes, and B: died with him four times y mtwithflanding the pi ohibition of 
thofe, that treated him, and that floe carried him-to her hottfe without fp caking 
to them of it, and with great relutlancy of her Hufband. 

3. That [ince that time, he \\>ent from one Cabaret to another, .anhtoohJTo- 
bacco, and f alii ig ill again, his Wife ordinarily gave him ft rong- Water to drin^ 
and Broths, wherein fhe m'.xed certain Powders • and that Mauroy , having 
complain d that (he would Poyfon him, and gave him Arfenic in his Broths »,fbe 
kindred the Afftftants to tafle thereof, and making a /how oftafting of it her f elf y 
cafl it down upon the ground, tyhat fhe had in a Spoon. 

4. That du Mauroy had frequent quarrels with his Wife flnce, and that fhe 
?ave him manjftrokes^ a* fic^as he was, i?ut having one* received a box on the 
Ea?e from him, fhe faid, he fhould repent it, though he fhould die on % t. 

5. That when the Trans f upon was attempted the third time, it was at the in- 
Rant requcft of his Wife •, thofe that were to performe the operation, refufing. t& 
do it without permiffion of 'the Soilicitor General; that feme dayes after that , 
the Operation was begun, but that almofl no blood iffuing neither out of the foot 
nor of the arme of the Patient, a Pipe was infer ted, which made him cry ont , 
theugh it appeared not that any blood of the Calfe had pafsd. into his veins : 
that the Operation was given over y and that the Patient died the next night. 

6. That this Woman would no wayes fuftr any to. open the body of her Huf- 
hmd^ faying) fa m Excufe^ He wai already in the Coffin, when he was not. 
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7- T^ a £00^ *&'/* after the*Deceafe of the faid du Mauroy, three Phyfi- 
tians did fotlicit the /aid Woman to take Money,- and to make Complaints ,that 
the Transfufton had kill* d her Husband: that fhe faid, when thcfe Per fans 
were gone away from her t that they had been with her upon that account ; and 
that unlefs tksfe, that had made the Operation , Would give her wherewith to re- 
turn into her Count ry, fhe fhould do what t hofe others frefjed her to : that a Wit* 
nefs depofeth % that fhe came to pray him, that he would advertife thofe, Who had 
made the Operation, that unlefs they Would maintain her during her life, fhe 
Would accept of the Offer made her by the [aid Phyfitians : that another wit- 
nefsdcpofith % that one was come to him from a Phyfitian, axdhald offtrd him 
1 2 Gdden LouysV ^ // he would depcf s that du Mauroy died in the very all of 
the Transfufton. 

That the matter was important enough t* inquire into the bottom ef it • that 
there Was caufe enough to tx amine this Woman., where fhe had thofc Powders ? 
Why fhe had given them to h:r husband ? and by W hofe Order? why fie had 
kindred the Opening of the Body by a lie ? That he required, further informa- 
tion might be taken about it, and fhe in the mean time put in fafe Cuflody. 

That as to the three Phyfitians, who hadfollicited her with Money to Prefe* 
cute thofe that had made the Operation, and tyho had been fen with her, he de- 
manded, that a Day might be fet them to appear in Perfim. 

La fly , that ft nee the Transfufton hadfucceeded tyf// the tWofirfi times. an t( 
had not been undertaken the third but at the earneft requefi of the Woman , who 
etkerwife hadfo illobfervedthe orders of thofe, that had made the operation, and 
who Was fuf peeled to have caufe d the death of her Husband, he demanded, that 
•the execution of the decree of prefixinghim a day for perfonal appearance might 
furceafe. 

whereupen it was decreed, that thtWidsw df du Mauroy fhouldon a fet 
day appear perfonal/y y anh undergo the examination hfm the -a! [edged informati- 
ons; and that more ample informations, fhould be made of the Contents -in the 
Complaint of Mr. Denys : And then^ that for the future no Transfufton 
fhould be made upon any Human Body but by the Approbation of the Phyfitians 
cj the Pariftan Faculty. 

Since this Sentence, new Informations hr ve been given in, confidently 
flronger than the former • and Wirneffes have been difcover'd, to whom 
the Woman hr:d committed it asatruft,that it w:s Arfenick^, fhe mingied 
in her Husbands Broths, and even cha t the deceafed, haying given the reft of* 
one of the MelTes of broth to a Cat, the Animal died of it a few d-,yes after. 
As to theTransfufion s youfee it is not abfolutely prohibited by this fen- 
tence, there needing no more to pradife it, but to have the approbation of 
fome Phyfitians of Park ; and at this very time there are (tven or eight , 
that have figned the Propofition made for one. 'Tis not, tha c i would make 
ufe of that Licence for the pra&ife of this Operation • for the Phyfitians of 
Montpeller % Rheimes % and other Univerfities of France, who hold at Paris 
the -firft places about their Majefties, the Princes and piinceffes of the blood, 
the chiefMagiftrates and other perfons of Quality, find themfelves in fome 
manner wounded by this fentence* They do not think they are obliged to 
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flay for the Judgment of the Doftors of Park, to enable them to prefcribe 
an Operation ot this nature. Doubtlefs we ftr.ll in a (hort time have this 
point determine! and reguhted by a higher Jurisdi&ion. And I have now 
before me a paralytick Woman fa neighbour and friend to her, that was 
cured of the Palfey this .way) who is refolved to prefent a Petition to x\\t 
Magittrate, and therein to defire, the Transfufion may be allowed her, 

Mean time, if ever the Faculty of the Parifian Phylitiansmect nponthi? 
bafinefs, I do not believe, tint they will aft with that precipitancy , r,s fome 
fancy - And as to the Parliament , I do not fee, that thofe , who compofe 
it, are of a refolution to flrike at this Operation, unlefs it (hould happen, 
tint the Experiments, that may be made before them,(hould not fucceed as 
thofe have done, that have been made hitherto. ' fis well known to that 
Courr, that the Faculty made a decree, an hundred years fince, ag linl Anti- 
mony, which was thenufed by thePbyfitians of Afontpe/ier^nd that, after 
they had given it a place among Poyfons, they obtaind a fentence, prohibi- 
ting the ufe thereof: yet notwithstanding thefePhyfitians not hiving for- 
borne to ufe it under another name, the effefls thereof proved fo'advanta- 
gious, and the recovery of our Great Monarch thereby fo famous, that the 
fame Faculty of Paris wasconftrain'd, two years agoe, by a decree to ap- 
prove what before they had forbidden, and even demanded an other fen- 
tence for permitting the ufe of the fame. 

This Example alone will not let them go fo faft for the future upon the 
like Occafions ; befides that the time, wherein we are, feemes to be 
much more favourable for New Difcoveries, than it was an Age agoe. Hi* 
Majefty, how much foever taken up in the Government of hisKingdome, 
and in his Vidories and Triumphs, is not wanting to give a very particular 
encouragement and protection to Learned and Inquifidve Men : And at a 
time , when his faid Majefty fends all over the World recompences and 
gratifications to thofe, that cultivate Sciences, I cannot believe, that in his 
Dominions there will be found Magiftrates,ref >lved to condemne perfons, 
thit have no other Crime, than that of confecrating al! their intereft and la- 
bour to the Progrefs and Advancement of Knowledge and New Difcove- 
ries. 1 fhall not faile , punftually to impart to you the iffue of this af- 
faire , in the meane time believe me , 

Paris, May j 5. 1668. lour &c, 

An Account of rtoo Bocks* 

I THE PROGRES and ADVANCEMENT OF KNOW- 
LEDGE fince the dayes of ARISTOTLE -, in an Accoun > tf 
fome of the mofl remarkable late Improvements of ufeful Learning* 
By JOS. GLANVILL, London in 8° Printed for James Collins; 

THe chiefe defign of the Difcourfe in this Book is, to encourage more 
and more the free and better difpofed fpirits to a vigorous endea- 
vour in the purfuits of fuch knowledge, s may really enrich the underft r.d- 
ing of Man, and more amply provide for the Neceflities and Accemmodiui- 
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